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Getting started
• These virtual field guides are assembled using the Google Earth TM Projects web app.

• They can be viewed on a desktop computer, tablet or smartphone with an internet connection, or 
outdoors with a good 4G mobile phone signal. They will not function offline, or with a weak/slow 
mobile phone signal.

• On desktop devices, Google Earth TM will run in the Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge (latest version) 
or Firefox (latest version) browsers. If you are using a Mac, Google Earth support has recently been 
added to Safari. You do not need a Google account to view the VFT. 

• On tablets and smartphones, install the Google Earth TM App from the Apple or Google app store. 
The app will then open automatically when you select the link to the YGS Virtual Field Trip on our 
webpage or social media feeds.

• Pages 1 to 3 of this user guide show the screens you may see if you have opened Google Earth TM 

projects before, and you are signed in to a Google (Gmail) account. Alternatively, the first screen 
you see may be as shown on Page 4.

• The screenshots show the typical appearance in a browser on a desktop or laptop screen, the 
experience on a tablet (e.g. an iPad or an Android tablet) is similar. The final page shows the typical 
experience on a smartphone.

• We hope you find this guide helpful, and enjoy using our Virtual Field Trips. But for the best 
experience, please also visit these places for real! If you have any comments on this Virtual Field 
Trips or this User Guide, please leave a message on our YGS Facebook page @YGSRocks

https://www.facebook.com/YGSRocks/


Select the Google Earth Project icon to open your menu of Google Earth TM

projects

1. Google Earth TM opening screen. You will see this screen if you have opened the 
Google Earth web app in your browser, rather than opening a link to a YGS Virtual Field 
Trip on the YGS website or social media feed.



A list of previously viewed Google Earth Projects can be selected from the list. 
Hovering over each project allows you hide or pin the project to your list. Select a 
project to view it.

2. Google Earth TM project list. This shows a list of recently viewed Google Earth TM

projects. You can customise this list by  ‘pinning’ your favourite projects.



Select ‘Present’ to start the guide

3. Google Earth TM project information screen. This screen shows basic information 
about the project.



Select ‘Table of Contents’ to open a list of localities in the guide. Or click the forward 
and back arrows to navigate back and forth through individual localities.

4. YGS Virtual Field Trip title screen. This is the opening screen of the Virtual Field Trip To 
Staithes and Port Mulgrave created by YGS. You will see this screen if you are using a 
browser other than Google Chrome, and have navigated to the guide direct from a 
hyperlink on the YGS webpage or any of our social media pages



Select items in the contents list to jump to that page in the guide. You can also navigate 
to localities by selecting icons on the map. Other icons on the map, linking to content 
added by other Google Earth users, can also be selected – this will open in a new 
browser window. Select ‘Table of Contents’ again if you wish to hide the list.

5. YGS Virtual Field Trip Table of Contents. This screen provides a selectable list of 
localities and information pages in the ‘Trip’.



Text narrative for each page in the guide is shown here. Use the scroll bar (or swipe 
on a smartphone or tablet) to scroll through the text. Hyperlinks in the text will 
open other relevant content elsewhere on the web (opens a separate window) , or 
launch content in other apps. You can change the map view at any locality by using 
the standard Google Earth navigation tools in the bottom right of the map view.

6. YGS Virtual Field Trip locality narratives. How to view narrative text content for each 
locality.



Images and videos available for each location in the guide appear in this window. 
You can cycle through available content by selecting the forward (right) or back (left) 
arrows. Selecting an image will open an enlarged version in a separate window. 
Video content will display  a circular start button in the centre of an image, select 
the start button to play the video (opens in a separate window or app)

7. YGS Virtual Field Trip locality details screen. How to view image and video content for 
each locality.



8. YGS Virtual Field Trips on a smartphone. This page shows the typical views experienced 
on a smartphone. VFTs can be viewed in portrait (shown) or landscape format

Click on ‘Present’ to start, swipe up 
from the foot of the screen to view 
project summary information.

Swipe up from the foot of the screen to 
view the Table of Contents. Select from 
the table or use the forward/back 
arrows at the foot of the screen to 
navigate to individual localities.

Select the image to view still photos or 
videos, select the forward/back arrows 
next to the image to scroll though 
other media content for each locality, 
swipe upwards to view text. NB. the 
map view shows a rather smaller area 
than in the desktop or tablet version.


